
Th i 1\ of hum n lif i ut I' r und I' a I' koninO'th 0 -
•

. ra'V th ntrol f. If und I' Ih ntr I f od: and a man. '
!lru a 'he Ilh n'" f 10m t ry through limitali n wh n he om

to ",her' Ill' i" uhl I ntrol him. If and thr ugh th ma ter~'

of him If It) th' mn"tt'f\' of hi nvironm nt. Iwar a man
• •

i l\ vi 'Iim f hi" I",ir nm nt unlil he hru m t be m t I' of

him' ,If.

The Ne 1'0 Problem, the Problem of Society

Th r'r probl m f th·· untry i th pI' bl m of ociety,

Ih lutioll i. th pI' bl m f all human lif. It make the

hi. tory f th human I'll. . f nati n and individual. You will
fino til, nm pI' bl m tll w rId v 1', in v r~r ountry and in

v r' . ndition f lif '.

J am k d to _I ak lhi m min f th ne I' a free man,

r to hi' nditi n a free man. I agr with what General
Howard ha aid, Ihat h rou t nt I' int hi fr dom as a man,
that h ent I' dint h' f d m a man. But he came too

udd nly. It wa an a quired fr dom that w uddenly thru t

upon him, n t a freed m min from d "elopment and the first

lhin!' 111at w thru t upon him a free man wa I' pon ibilitr

- re pon ibility t himself. pon ibility to hi fellow-man,

re I n ibililr t h' . H w pon ibl no longer to a
m t r. wh Ih u ht f r him and a t d for him. Be was I' pon-

ibl t human s i Iy au relat d to men about him, and
h mtl'l, lh refl re, n w an int ral I art f 0 iety in the

•
1 I' 1', br ad r, d (X'r _ n f that W I'd' it)'.' And

lh n r.1 n. ibility t - h w t hay hi wn I' li!'ion;
h h I n r li,i u. r. pon ibility. 11 inman, in ther word
with Illl 0'. I' span. ihiliti(' .

The Con dou ne of Insufficiency

\lId til 'n I think Ilwr ('alll' t lh wu t . m to v ry
Ulan, anti to 'v(Ory rn ' at Ihi. :tlP of hi' d v I pm nt, th

11. ('iou n of hi in: uffi 'i n'to T aon I I k < • f r ba k a
om. 1 m to< lal p u ,t 10 kn w ab ut tll probl m

that . m imm lint 'I~' aft r III war. I am 1 d 10 beli v that
Ih lU t pitiful ,I "1 'Ie I1Mt Ih w rid h • v I' I k d 0

w III ,I tnrl ' of Ih human ra f r i ht n r 1\\'(,01\'

• UJ":l • u din' th f d m r th • - r I pl.

I m 011 'r, lh m min ft r Ul' aduation fr ill coil"",,,,
with r 'ar f trninin , with all th in6uen and < II that lif

b u ht to III on III m min f my 'rndunli n, I t pped oul
int life with it 'I n ibilili - thru t ul n III , and In,· I' f It

•
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more like a fool before or since,- inadequate to the problem,

inexperienced, not feeling myself equal to the men about me who

had e:-.-perience.

Processions of Inefficiency

That wa the problem of the Kegro race. Proces ion of

inefficiency! The effect of that wa , first, a denial of him elf to
•

him elf, a denial of his responsibilitie - not a rejection of his
fr edom but a denial of his responsibilities, then the assumption

toward ociet~' of an attitude of irresponsibility. I look back to

the day when the Negro was first free and I find that his attitude

toward ociety was one of utter irresponsibility. And then there

came a a nece sary sequence of all this, the substitution of an

emotion, the call for moral responsibility. We had loved that

the egro hould shout at meeting. Our religion was the religion

of non-emotion.

o there came about the ubstitution of the emotional for the

moral responsibility, and then there came the los of re pect
through licen e. Liberty became licen e, and liberty was lost;

for, from being the lave of the white master, he became the lave

of him elf. A lave without the cr r for freedom. That i the

history of the years that lie between 1865 and to-day. For many

of them are till the slaves to self a they were of the white man.

A Student of this Problem

It was a late as 1890 when I first became a student of thi
problem. My first impression was that there had been little

revolt again t his own slavery. The egro had not come to the

plac where he revolted again t thi slavery. And so the charac­

terization of the Negro race up to 1890 wa distrust, and a lac~ of

any ort of ocial statu within the race. About 1896 I noticed

the beginning of a change. There was the beginning of better

. organization and education. I think I had my attention fir t,

call d to it by going back to Georgia and finding who wa

tru t d to work on the plantation. My mother tru ted the

N roe on the plantation. It wa an awakening of moral ense,
and I ob erv d it in 1896.

Th re are two principle, underlying principles, which ha"e
b n back of our effort, and one i the idea of liberty, ab olute,

per'onal liberty- unre trained liberty; pure democracy; and

th ~th I' is the Roman idea 0: law, masterful, compelling la~"
I thmk the two principle have been in u e and have had theIr

da~·.. But the be t principle i that of law restrained liberty

re tramed: liberty re trained bv law and law defined br liberty.
•

,


